


 



Table of Contents 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to using this Guide ..........................................................................   4 
 
Completing the EU Regulation Producer Organic Compliance Plan .......................   5 
 
Completing the European Community Certificate (Attachment #2).......................   8 
 
Appendix – The EU Regulation 2092/91 .............................................................. 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for choosing QAI as your certification agency. 

A 205G-03107 Copyright QAI, Inc.  
The contents of this document, including format, style, and wording, are the property of Quality Assurance International (QAI). No part of this document 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission (except for the express purpose of 
preparing and transferring information to QAI in execution of a certification program). Reproduction or translation of any part of this work without 
permission of the owner is unlawful. QAI, the QAI logo, and Quality Assurance International are registered trademarks of QAI, Inc. 

2



 



Welcome. This booklet is being provided to assist you to successfully complete the QAI 
certification application process and to understand the requirements of the EU Regulation 
2092/91. Here we provide QAI’s guidelines for how you can demonstrate compliance to the 
EU Regulation 2092/91. This Companion Guide is for your reference and we hope you find it 
helpful. 
 

Using this Booklet 
You will notice that each numbered section in this booklet corresponds to the same 
numbered question on the QAI EU Regulation Producer Organic Compliance Plan. If you need 
clarification regarding a question asked, you can quickly find the answer within this booklet.  
 

Following is an example on how to use this booklet.  
 

This is a question from the Compliance Plan: 
 

A)  Inputs  
2. Can you demonstrate that the source of manure 

applied to the organic fields is not from a factory-
farm source? 

  
Annex II section A; Annex VIII YES   NO  
  

 

 

Here is the reference from the Guidance Booklet: 
A. Inputs  
2. Factory Farm  
  Manure  
  Annex II      
  section A &  
  Annex VIII 
 
 

Manure or animal excrements (in raw form or composted) used as 
fertilizers or soil conditioners may not be obtained from a “factory 
farm”. QAI defines a factory farm as a facility where livestock is 
hindered from natural movement and socialization due to stocking 
rates or to being caged. Refer to Annex VIII for acceptable stocking 
rates. Typically, caged poultry production is considered to be a 
“factory farm”. 
 

The producer must be prepared to demonstrate that manure 
applied did not originate on a “factory farm”. If you do not obtain 
manure from an organic source, you are required to have available 
a detailed description of the facility from which the manure is 
obtained, including, for example: stocking rates, livestock access to 
open pasture/free range, the animals’ freedom of movement in 
enclosures, etc. 
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If you continue to have questions, please do not hesitate to contact our corporate office. 



The following pages correspond directly with the QAI EU Regulation Producer Organic 
Compliance Plan.  
 

Certification Issue Guidance 

A. Inputs  

1. Allowed Materials 
Table 1 
Article 6 (1) (b) & 
Annex II  
 

All of the off farm inputs including, fertilizers, soil conditioning 
agents, and pest control materials, etc. used in the production of 
the agricultural commodity must be included on Table 1 (derived 
from the EU regulation 2092/91) in order for the product to be 
eligible for shipment to the EU. For example, Chilean Nitrate 
(NaNO3) is not found in Table 1, therefore, the use of Chilean 
Nitrate is prohibited by the EU regulation 2092/91.  
 

If an input is used that is not included on the Table, the QAI 
inspector will identify that specific input on the compliance plan. 
The use of any input not included on Table 1 must be either: 
discontinued or the producer must be able to demonstrate that an 
EU regulatory authority has granted a derogation for use of that 
input in order for QAI to authorize the product’s shipment to the 
EU. If the producer provides an example of such a derogation from 
an EU regulatory authority that is recognized by QAI, QAI will be 
able to authorize the products for shipment to the EU. 
(“Derogation” is the term used in the EU regulation 2092/91. It is 
defined as an allowed deviation from the standard.)  

2. Factory Farm  
  Manure  
  Annex II      
  section A &  
  Annex VIII 
 
 
   
 
 

Manure or animal excrements (in raw form or composted) used as 
fertilizers or soil conditioners may not be obtained from a “factory 
farm”. QAI defines a factory farm as a facility where livestock is 
hindered from natural movement and socialization due to stocking 
rates or to being caged. Typically, caged poultry production is 
considered to be a “factory farm”. 
 

The producer must be prepared to demonstrate that manure 
applied did not originate on a “factory farm”. If you do not obtain 
manure from an organic source, you are required to have available 
a detailed description of the facility from which the manure is 
obtained, including, for example: stocking rates, livestock access to 
open pasture/free range, the animals’ freedom of movement in 
enclosures, etc. 
 

 



Certification Issue Guidance 
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B. Parallel Operations  

1. Parallel Production 
Annex III section A.1 
(1) 

According to the EU regulation 2092/91, producers must maintain 
distinctly separate land parcels, production and storage locations 
for identical crop varieties that are produced both organically and 
conventionally. The inspector is required to verify adequacy of all 
separation methods and locations including but not limited to field 
borders, harvest equipment, post harvest storage, distribution 
systems, and records.  
 

Where producers operate parallel production, the inspector is 
required to verify that the organic production estimates and yields 
are appropriate for the acreage in regards to crop(s) and 
conditions. Records must in place for the conventional production 
to allow such auditing of conventional production estimates and 
yields to occur if necessary.  
 

The QAI inspector will verify that parallel production is visually 
distinguishable or that there are reliable systems and practices in 
place to verify the harvest and sale of the respective crops. 
Additional inspections or auditing efforts will be required to verify 
separation between organic and conventional production where 
parallel production is not visually distinguishable.  
 

All documentation and records pertaining to organic production 
and parallel conventional production need to be maintained in an 
organized, accessible format and available for review during each 
inspection. All documents must unambiguously differentiate 
between organic and conventional records. 

C. Post Harvest Facility  

1. Materials Storage 
Table 1  
Annex III section A.1 
(1 & 5) & Annex II 
section A & B 

 
 
 

The EU regulation 2092/91 prohibits storage on the organic 
operation of materials that are not included in Table 1. QAI 
Inspectors will specifically identify any such materials and will 
describe the specific location of the material in relation to organic 
parcels and/or organic storage areas.   
 

All prohibited materials stored in areas where organic products are 
grown or organic materials are stored must be removed to separate 
identified locations. 



 

2. Water Source 
Annex VI section B 

According to the EU regulation 2092/91, chlorine is a prohibited 
material and therefore must not be added to any surface or rinse 
solution that will come into contact with the organic product. 
Addition of chlorine by the producer to any food contact water is 
prohibited. The inspector will verify that no chlorine addition 
occurs at the production location. 

 

D. Self Sustainability  

1. Self Sustainablity 
Annex I 

All records, logs, and documents relating to your company’s pursuit 
of self-sustainability should be maintained for review by the 
inspector. Generally the EU regulation 2092/91 discourages the use 
of off-farm inputs. Please be prepared to demonstrate your 
commitment to environmental “whole system” management. The 
minimization of waste products should be practiced where possible 
and must be demonstrated during inspections. 

F. European Community Certificates  

1.  ECC 
 Attachment #1 & #2 
 Article 11 (1) (b) 

 Annex III section A.1 
 (4) 

Commission 
Regulations 
1788/2001 & 
1918/2002 

 All shipments made directly to EU member states must be 
accompanied by a European Community Certificate of Inspection for 
Import of Products from Organic Production. This “ECC” must be 
authorized by QAI. All such certificates must be maintained on file 
and be available for review by the QAI inspector (for specific 
instructions on how to complete the ECC, please refer to page 8 of 
this guide). The inspector will be instructed by QAI to conduct an 
audit trail evaluation in order to verify that the annual yield and 
corresponding certificates completed are in line with production 
estimates.  

 
 
 

 



Completing the European Community Certificate (Attachment #2) 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE CERTIFICATE ENTIRELY IN CAPITAL LETTERS OR ENTIRELY IN 
TYPESCRIPT.  
 

PLEASE SUBMIT TO QAI THE COMPLETED ECC COVER SHEET (Attachment #1) WITH EACH AND 
EVERY CERTIFICATE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL 
 

Box #1 Issuing body or authority (name and address):  
Quality Assurance International (QAI) 
12526 High Bluff Drive, Suite 300  
San Diego, California 92130 USA 
 

Box #2 Council Regulation  (EEC) No 2092/91 and Commission Regulation (EC) 1788/2001: 
QAI qualifies for implementation of this regulation under Article 11.6, therefore the box next 
to 11.6 should be checked.  
 

Box #3 Serial number of the certificate of inspection: 
This number will be assigned by QAI upon submission of the Certificate. Leave this box 
BLANK. 
 

Box #4 Reference no.  authorization under Article 11(6): 
According to the EU regulation 2092/91, importers in the EU must obtain an “import 
authorization” from the regulatory body for the importing member state. This import 
authorization should have a reference number assigned by the regulatory body that issued 
the authorization. If the reference number entered in Box #4 does not match the reference 
number of the import authorization held by the importer THE CONSIGNMENT MAY BE 
REJECTED FOR DISTRIBUTION BY THE EU CUSTOMS AGENTS.  Please maintain a copy of the 
CURRENT import authorization held by your importer in order to avoid this problem. Also, 
please be advised that import authorizations are issued with specific reference to the name 
and address of the importer, the country of origin, the details of the certifying body in the 
country of origin, and to the name of the products concerned. Inconsistency between the 
Certificate and the import authorization for any one of these elements may result in rejection 
of the consignment.  
 

Box #5 Exporter (name and address): 
Enter the name and address of your QAI certified company. 
 

Box #6 Inspection body or authority (name and address): 
QAI (as in Box #1) 
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Box #7 Producer or preparer of the product (name and address): 
Enter the name and address of the entity that carried out the last operation (production, 
preparation, including packaging and labeling) on the consignment in the country mentioned 
in box 8. 
 

Box #8 Country of Dispatch: 
Enter the country from which the consignment will be shipped. 
 

Box #9 Country of Destination: 
Enter the country at which the consignment will arrive. 
 

Box #10 First consignee in the Community (name and address): 
Enter the name and address of the entity that will receive the consignment. 
 

Box #11 Name and address of the importer: 
Enter the name and address of the entity that has purchased the consignment. This may be 
the same entity as is named in Box #10. 
 

Box #12 Marks and numbers. Container No (s). Number and kind. Trade name of the product: 
Enter any identifying marks, numbers, descriptions, etc. that may be applicable for the 
consignment. 
 

Box #13 CN Codes: 
Enter the Combined Nomenclature Codes for the products concerned. To determine the 
applicable CN Code for your product, please visit the following website: 
http://europa.eu.int/eurlex/en/archive/2001/l_27920011023en.html. 
 

Box #14 Declared quantity: 
Enter the amount AND unit of measurement for the consignment. 
 

Box #15  
To be completed by QAI upon review and approval. THIS IS THE LAST BOX THAT MUST BE 
COMPLETED PRIOR TO SHIPMENT. PLEASE NOTE: THIS ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE, APPROVED BY 
QAI, MUST ACCOMPANY EACH AND EVERY CONSIGNMENT SHIPPED TO AN ENTITY THAT 
INTENDS TO MARKET THE PRODUCT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS SET FORTH BY 
THE EUROPEAN UNION COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) NO 2092/91. 
 

Boxes #16 - #18 
To be completed once the consignment has arrived at destination. These boxes are not 
included in the  template provided by QAI. 
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Appendix 
 

The European Union Regulation 2092/91 has been provided to you in an appendix 
booklet. It may also be available on the UKROFS web site at 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/organic/imports/imports.htm. Please read and familiarize 
yourself with this regulation, these are the standards and requirements your operation 
must comply with in order to market organic products in the European Union.  
 
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/organic/imports/imports.htm
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